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“Our vision is a family of believers,
rooted in the grace of our Father God. Equipped
through the power of The Holy Spirit. Demonstrating
the love of Jesus Christ to the world around us, from
our local villages to the nations of the world.”
Family of Believers
We understand what it means to be a part of God's family
John 1:12, Eph 2:19-22
As God’s sons and daughters we view each other as brothers and sisters
1 Cor 12:26, 1 Tim 5:1-2
We approach our God with boldness
Heb 4:16
We demonstrate family to the world around us
Acts 2:44
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Rooted in Grace
We are a people who understand what God has done for us in Christ
Ephesians 1:3-8, Luke 19:10
A church who abide in the grace of God
Acts 6:8, Ephesians 4:7, Hebrews 13:9
We demonstrate God's grace and mercy through our lives
Colossians 4:6

Equipped by the Spirit
We bear much fruit because the Spirit of God dwells in us
Galatians 5:22-23
The Holy Spirit brings glory to The Father and The Son through our lives
John 16:14-15
We are ready to make known God's presence and power wherever we go.
2 Corinthians 2:14, 2 Tim 4:2

Demonstrating the love of Christ
We love The Lord our God with all our heart, soul, mind and strength
We love our neighbour as ourselves
Luke 10:27, 1 John 3:17-18, 1 Corinthians 13
Our desire is to be known by our love.
John 13:35
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Our local villages
We declare the goodness and kindness of God to our community
Matthew 5:16
We proclaim the gospel in word and deed
Mark 16:15,
We are willing to be inconvenienced by the needs of others.
1 John 3:16

The nations of the world
We will go to the nations and peoples of the world
Acts 1:8, Matthew 24:14
We stand in prayer with our missionaries serving God in the nations
Ephesians 6:18-20, 1 Timothy 2:1-6
We give of our resources to support the proclamation of the gospel.
Philippians 4:10-22
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Family of Believers - Reflection
As you reflect on each part of our vision, consider how you can play your
part in seeing it come to pass. We have chosen to use the present tense in
unpacking our vision. This is not pretending that we have all attained to
the fulfilment of the vision but rather a declaration of faith. Don't be
discouraged if you feel you are not living up to the mark, rather see it as an
opportunity for God to work in you. Becoming Christlike is not just a work
of our own effort, we need the Holy Spirit to empower us to change. Ask
the Holy Spirit to help you to change and to play your part in living out the
vision.
Ephesians 2:19 says "So then you are no longer strangers and aliens, but
you are fellow citizens with the saints and members of the household of
God..."
In this passage Paul tells the Ephesian Christians that they are no longer
strangers and outsiders but they now belong to the people of God.
What does it mean to you to be a member of the household of God?
How does being a part of God's household change how we approach
Him?
In Paul's letter to Timothy chapter 5:1-2, he writes "Do not rebuke an older
man but encourage him as you would a father, younger men as brothers,
older women as mothers, younger women as sisters, in all purity."
How does seeing our church members as brothers, sisters, fathers and
mothers change how we act toward them?
What are you doing to pursue better family relations with your brothers
and sisters in the church?
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Hebrews 4:16 exhorts us "Let us then with confidence draw near to the
throne of grace, that we may receive mercy and find grace to help in time
of need."
We are able to draw near to Christ boldly because we have been brought
into His family.
How do you think God feels about us approaching him for help?
Do you believe that God delights in you when you draw near to Him?
How does it affect your boldness to draw near?
In Acts 2:44-47 we read of the early church "And all who believed were
together and had all things in common. And they were selling their
possessions and belongings and distributing the proceeds to all, as any
had need. And day by day, attending the temple together and breaking
bread in their homes, they received their food with glad and generous
hearts, praising God and having favour with all the people. And the Lord
added to their number day by day those who were being saved."
This passage describes the interaction of the first followers of Jesus. They
were a family of believers just as we are in Storrington today.
What do you think it means to have all things in common?
The passage goes on to say that the church community were selling their
possessions in order to take care of each others needs.
How did this radical relationship speak to the community outside the
early church?
How do you see the church today caring for one another in the same
way?
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Rooted in Grace - Reflection
In Ephesians 1:5-8 we read "He predestined us for adoption to Himself as
sons through Jesus Christ, according to the purpose of His will, to the
praise of His glorious grace, with which He has blessed us in the Beloved.
In Him we have redemption through His blood, the forgiveness of our
trespasses, according to the riches of His grace, which he lavished upon us,
in all wisdom and insight."
Paul is highlighting to us what God has done for us in Christ.
Take some time to think through and write down as many things as you
can, that God has done for you in Christ. (Example: Saved me...)
Hebrews 13:9 says "Do not be led away by diverse and strange teachings,
for it is good for the heart to be strengthened by grace, not by foods,
which have not benefited those devoted to them."
The word 'grace' in our English Bibles is translated from the Greek word
'charis'. Strong's Concordance tells us that it means 'the divine influence
upon the heart'. Grace from God is His way of touching our lives to show us
His goodness.
How does God's grace strengthen us?
What can we do to keep ourselves fed by grace?
Colossians 4:6 tells us to "Let your speech always be gracious, seasoned
with salt, so that you may know how you ought to answer each person."
As God's children we are to reflect His grace to the world around us.
Are there times when your speech is not gracious?
What can you do to become more gracious?
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Equipped by The Spirit - Reflection
Galatians 5:22-23 lists the fruit of the Spirit, "But the fruit of the Spirit is
love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, selfcontrol; against such things there is no law."
The fruit mentioned here is not naturally produced in our own strength
but is a fruit of God's Spirit in our lives.
Can you think of a time that you found yourself surprised at how you
responded in a situation because the fruit of the Spirit was evident?
Which of these fruit do you most need to grow in your life?
Take some time to pray and ask the Holy Spirit to be active in your life
causing his fruit to grow.
In John 16:14-15, Jesus speaking of the Holy Spirit, told His disciples, "He
will glorify me, for He will take what is Mine and declare it to you. All that
the Father has is Mine; therefore I said that He will take what is Mine and
declare it to you."
The Holy Spirit brings Glory to the Father and the Son through our lives by
showing us their heart and nature.
How can we cooperate with the Spirit in glorifying Christ in us?
In 2 Corinthians 2:14 Paul writes to the Corinthians "But thanks be to God,
who in Christ always leads us in triumphal procession, and through us
spreads the fragrance of the knowledge of Him everywhere."
We are triumphant because Christ has won the victory. God chooses us to
make known His victory in the world we carry the fragrance of the
knowledge of him everywhere.
How do we spread the fragrance of God?
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Demonstrating the love of Christ - Reflection
In Luke 10:25-28, Jesus is discussing with a lawyer what is the most
important commandment. The lawyer answers Him “You shall love the
Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your
strength and with all your mind, and your neighbour as yourself.” And He
said to him, “You have answered correctly; do this, and you will live.”
Our first duty as a church is to love God with all that we are.
Consider what it means to love God with all your heart, soul, mind
and strength. How might these four ways differ in how we demonstrate
our love to God?
Our second duty is to love our neighbour as ourselves.
What does it look like to love those around us as we love ourselves?
We want to be known as a people that love well. In John 13:34-35, Jesus
tells his disciples, "A new commandment I give to you, that you love one
another: just as I have loved you, you also are to love one another. By this
all people will know that you are My disciples, if you have love for one
another.”
If we are to truly live like Christ we have to learn to love. This love is not just
an emotional feeling but a love that can be observed by those around us.
In what ways can people see our love on display?
In what ways can we better show love to the world around us?
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Our local villages - Reflection
In Matthew 5:16, Jesus told His followers, "In the same way, let your light
shine before others, so that they may see your good works and give glory
to your Father who is in heaven."
Good works are one way of demonstrating our love and devotion to God.
What does it look like for us to shine our light before others?
How could we better declare the goodness and kindness of God to our
community?
In Mark 16:15, Jesus instructed His followers to “go into all the world and
proclaim the gospel to the whole creation."
There is a danger that we can believe our good deeds alone are enough to
make Christ known but Jesus told His disciples to proclaim the Gospel.
This word proclamation means that we must tell people the gospel
message.
What things hinder you from proclaiming the gospel?
What can you do to become more bold in proclaiming the gospel?
In 1 John 3:16, John tells his readers, "By this we know love, that He laid
down His life for us, and we ought to lay down our lives for the brothers."
Jesus was willing to lay down His life for us while we were still sinners. In
our call to proclaim and display the gospel to our neighbours we must
also be willing to sacrifice.
What does it look like to lay down our lives for our brothers and for the
lost?
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The nations of the world - Reflection
The duty of taking the gospel message to the nations has been given to us
as Jesus' followers.
In Acts 1:8 Jesus says, "But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has
come upon you, and you will be My witnesses in Jerusalem and in all
Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth.”
What part do we as a church play in taking the gospel to the nations?
What can you do to play your part in taking the gospel to the nations?
In 1 Timothy 2:1-6 Paul exhorts Timothy, "First of all, then, I urge that
supplications, prayers, intercessions, and thanksgivings be made for all
people, for kings and all who are in high positions, that we may lead a
peaceful and quiet life, godly and dignified in every way. This is good, and
it is pleasing in the sight of God our Saviour, who desires all people to be
saved and to come to the knowledge of the truth.
One part we can play in taking the gospel to the nations is to stand
alongside those that are called to go.
How can you stand alongside our missionaries?
In Philippians 4:10-22 we read of how the Philippian church supported
Paul in his ministry. One way we are able to stand with our missionaries is
by supporting them financially. It is a great privilege to join with those
working around the world by supporting them with our own resources.
What are you able to do to support missionaries?
Consider if you can commit to giving regularly to the support of one of
our missionaries?

